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人間文化研究機構中期目標人間文化研究機構中期目標

l （２）共同利用等の実施体制等に関する目標

研究者コミュニティとの連携の下に共同研究
基盤の整備を図り、かつ国際的な研究コラボ
レーション体制の実現を目指して、共同利用
の実施体制の充実を図る。
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Civic Engagement And Civic Engagement And GlobalismGlobalism In The In The 
PostPost--Modern Era: Japan And AsiaModern Era: Japan And Asia

l Postmodernity includes globalism, consumerism, 
the fragmentation of authority, and the 
commodification of knowledge. 

l In the postmodern culture, people have rejected the 
grand progress, universal stories and paradigms
such as religion, conventional philosophy, 
capitalism and gender that have defined culture and 
behavior in the past, and have instead begun to 
organize their cultural and social life around a 
variety of more local and sub-cultural ideologies, 
including “civic engagement.”

このＰＤＦは pdfFactory 試用版で作成されました  ̄    ̄            www.nsd.co.jp/share/

http://www.nsd.co.jp/share/


The Collaboration between Local Government The Collaboration between Local Government 
and Grassroots Citizen Networks in Japan. and Grassroots Citizen Networks in Japan. 

l The unintended results of devolution can be disastrous as 
Americans learned in the wake Hurricane Katrina. However, 
devolution has also provided an opportunity for increased civic 
engagement as local governments have turned to volunteer 
based non-profit organizations for help. Sometimes, 
government agencies have tried to exploit non-profits by 
getting volunteers to replace paid workers. However, there are 
many examples of local governments establishing successful 
collaborative partnerships with non-profits. We will examine 
how this emerging partnership between the government sector 
and the independent sector has changed civic society in Japan 
by encouraging civic participation in community affairs. 

l Nanto-Shi ( Former Toga Mura) and Nepal WEB
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FocusFocus
l In the first year, we will conduct case studies 

of civic engagement in Japan: 
– Are such civic engagements related to the new 

movement of community development 
(machizukuri)? 

– How are social-welfare and health care programs 
for subalterns (e.g., the homeless, people on 
welfare, and migrant workers) initiated by the 
younger generation?

– How is global political consumerism, i.e., buying 
or boycotting of products and services for 
political and ethical reasons, related to people’s 
consciousness of civic engagement? 
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The approach: The approach: 
l We need to think about non-traditional modes of 

research including web-related methods.
l With this in mind, and in order to attract wider 

audiences including academic and nonacademic 
participants, we will develop an interactive, research-
based, internet website. 

l The site will allow anyone to comment on the issues 
we are studying—as we study them—and engage in 
open-ended discussions. At the same time, we will 
use traditional research methods including intensive 
interviews focusing on participants from the 
“intersection” of nonprofit organization and the local 
government. 
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SES and SpringerSES and Springer

l Background:
l A history of Japan’s civic society:
l Problems faced by Community Leaders
l The New Poor and Homeless: 
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